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MY MOST iNTERESTXNG ASS&GNMENT
By
Freddie Wood

Affer recelvxng that shocking memo: from
Mary--~the one that says "it's now your
turn"~=-my first vivid memory is that of
sitting'in a colorful New Orleans ‘bar
with Jack Ullman some six-or seven years
ago. Jack had just finished a‘very: gt tm=
ulating * conversation with' one ‘of the
local- belles (| believe Her ‘riame “was
Betty, wasn'f it, Jack?) and we had’ goT—
tert back to ‘the' ‘discussion -of our 'as=

ignmen+ for Wemb [ &y ;- tHe ~“necktie  com—
pany." The assignment was finally coming
fo-its conclusjon after ‘about fourteen
months of struggle.’ Jack «commented that
| could +take some solace in the faet
that no matter how many assignments |
eventual ly worked ‘on in KSA, this would
probably be theone | ~would write ‘about
when my ‘time camé to contribute 'to"this
column. ‘For several ‘years' thereafter;
this ‘was ‘certainly true. The Wembley ' job
was extremely Interesting because of be-
ing lécated In New Orleans, the: paTer—
nallstic¢ management ,the fact that i+ was
the largest ‘necktie 'manufacturing com=
pany - in the world, and had==| am sure=—
the ‘most -intractable group of centerfold
operators that have ever been placed on
Thts earfh o

However, some three or four years [ater,
| was fortunate encugh to be assigned to
work for the Palm Beach Company in their
trimmings' room in Newport) Kentfucky=-

then proudly proclaiming  the title of
was inter—

"Sin City, U.S.A." This job
esting not only because of the technical
aspects of the work but also because of
the location, the interesting personnel,
and particularly because of the manager,
who fortified himself each morning at
the bar across the sfreet from the plant
with four straight shots of Kentucky
Bourbon. This was his breakfast and--
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KSA-EUROPE

By
Kurt Salmon

You may be interested in a few of my re-
flections on my recent annual inspection
frip of our European affiliates. | was
pleasantly surprised by the +technical
breakfhroughs which were being made, es-
pec aHy in England and ltaly. i

One of “these is a ‘dress trouser instal~-
lation at Facis, Italy. It was imple-
mented by our French affiliafte through
Fredy Hollenbach, who was on loan from
our German firm. The Jjob was supervised
by Stig Kry. When | tell you that we
wound up with a standard of 27 minutes,
inclusive of pressing,on this suit trou-
ser Job,you will readily agree that they
don't -have +to take a back seat to our
U S ftgures szh results |ike +hese. o

AT Mdelesbrough England, we are doing
some - workplace englneering  In & coaf
shop, the like of which we have never
done ir the U.S. (Watch for The manual
of Prices Tallors—or John <Colller, as
they may be called--next year.) This
job is being done by Keith Atherton,
uhdér Stuart Hollander's supervision and
Stig Kry's intermittent guidance. ‘

Moreover, in a shirt factory being engi-
neered by Louis Mitchell, | found very
impressive breakthroughs In workplace
engineering, featuring the wide-spread
use of compressed air for activating
disposal and stacking devices. Mahlon
will soon be distributing details on
this.

[+ will be no surprise to you--in view
of the foregoing-—that | found the qual-
ity of the technical papers presented at
the annual meetings,which coincided with
my presence in Europe, on a higher level
than had marked such efforts in previous
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years.

England is making regular, sizeable and
rapidly growing profits and has a flve-

year plan calling for a staff of 2].
Germany and France-—the l|atter hand]ing
Italy, Spain and Portugal, as well-=have

made great improvements in
sales
compared with a year ago and should also
operate in the black |n the calendar
year 1965 or sooner.

staff size,

The need for our work In Europe Is very
great so that the rapidity and degree to
which we can operate profitably there is
almost a quotient of our own decision
with respect to the amount of money we
want to reinvest in the recruitment and
training of additional men.

While we have subsidized Europe by send-
Ing a number of men there from here, at
a not Inconsiderable loss In fees, etc.,
to us here, this has not been all a one~
way Investment. For, aside from assur—
ing ourselves of the maintenance of
quality and thus a reputation comparable
to that which we enjoy in the U.S.--a
must--we are deriving three other bene-
fits from this: We are building a repu-
tation as international consultants (and
are already the largest in Europe as
well); we are assuring ourselves of a
two-way flow of technical knowhow; and
last but by no means least, every man we
have sent over there +to date has come
back a befter man for the experience
gained there +to a degree that can only
be achieved when somecne +tosses vyou a
ball and says: "It's your ball, run with
il

We have a long way to go In Europe but
we have also come a long way in a very
short time, and it has been gratifying
to me to note that -our staffs in Europe
seem to have the same high morale and
enjoy their work as much as do our fel-
lows here in the U.S. k feel this speaks
well for our system of recruiting Euro-
peans,training them over here and giving
them KSA/USA t+ype guldance for a while.
[t also augurs well for our future, both

situation, and hence performance .

here and on the international scene.
Continued from Page |

although | am sure It did not meet the
minimum dally adult requirements of cer-
tain vitamins~~i{ certalnly prepared him
well for the day's work. He also carried
on a perpetual poker game wilth the shop
steward, two of the girl| spreaders, and
Two of the cutters. The poker game fook
place every morning during the flffeen
minute break, continued +through lunch
(after the manager ran across to the bar
and had +two more straight shots) and
carried on through the affernoon break.
After |eaving work, the manager again
visited the bar and had additional for-
Tifications for the trip home. He never
gave any indication, while in the plant,
that this affected him, and | stood in
awe of his ability to consume so much
alcohol and yet walk steadily, speak
well, and control himself.

| decided to Join him on one occasion
with the hope that he might accept me
and my |deas more readlily. Therefore,
one afternoon early In the assignment, |
went with him to the bar and matched him
drink for drink.After about five rounds,
he decided o go home. | sald | wasn't
quite ready to go; the real reason being
that | felt if | removed my elbows from
the bar, | would collapse on the floor.
After several cups of black coffee, |
finally managed to get home. | don't
know whether this particular method Is
one that Dale Carnegle teaches--or that
Kurt would prescribe; however, [t+'s one
1"}l never again atipmpt!

This assignment certainly vied with
Wembley for the most Interesting up un-
til that time.

About a year later on a flight from
York, Pennsylvania, to New York City,
Dean casually asked me if | would be In-
ferested in going to England. This ex-
cited me and was the beginning of what,
without any question, has been my most
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interesting assignment.

In writing about my fwo years in England,
this column will not be devoted to any
one Job or to the technical aspects of a
particular assignment. The assignment
in England was my most Interesting, pri-
marily because of +the opportunity to
work with the fellows in KS-PEA, the op-
portunity to travel throughgut Britain,
and the stimulation of working in an-
other country.

There are so many things that happened
it is difficult to know exactly where to
begin, what to include,and where to end.
Thus, | have tried to select some of the
most interesting tThings that happened.
These will be listed In no particular
chronology and will be vignettes of var—
ious occurrernces.

The first actual assignment with which |
was Involved was for the Ramar Dress
Company in Crook, County Durham. This
company is nestled among the hills of
County Durham, and from the office win-
dows you get a view of the lovely Durham
countryside. | particularly remember
visiting with Richard Clarke's family in
Edinburgh, Scotland, during the course
of this assignment. Sometimes, | would
fly to Edinburgh and spend +the night
with Richard and his lovely wife, Toni,
and their children. We would play crick-
et or badminton and then have a good
meal, sit in front of the open fireplace
in their hundred year old hoyse,and dis-
cuss the next day's work. Then, up at
five or six a.m. to make the three hour
drive to Crook. Much of the drive was
along roads which date from Roman Times.
Upon arriving at Ramar,we would dig into
the job with Bryan Warren, who was the
staff man on the assignment. This was
an interesting assignment; and particu-
larly outstanding was the work that
Richard did on the development of a pro-
duction control system and the standard
data system which Bryan installed. |
strongly recommend the study of the
Ramar manualj Volumes | and 2. The pro-
duction confrol system is well document-—
ed as is Bryan's method of developing

standard data.

[t was at Ramar that | first discovered
some of the basic differences in apparel
manufacturing between Britain and Amer-
ica. One of the most obvious differences
was the youth of the operators. Most of
the girls were sixfteen or seventeen
years of age and | imagine the average
was only seventeen or elghteen. This
turned out to be typical of most plants.
Also, the top executives ate In an exec—
utive dining room on the top floor of
the plant. The middle management per—
sonnel ate in a special dining room, and
the operators had thelr own cafeterla.
This segregation between levels of su-
pervision, as well as the personnel in
the factory, was found to exlst in most
plants In which we worked.

Often our travels brought us to Leaming~

ton Spa in the Shakespeare counitry.
Stuart Hollander and his family lived
there In an old Tudor house. Weekends

there with Stuart, his wife, Gill, and
their two children, were always pleasant
and stimulating. The country around
Leamington is beautiful and filled with
history.

Another of the assignments with which |
was Involved was for the Tweka Company
in Geldrop, Holland. This is a very
large manufacturer of ladies' swimwear,
and it is interesting to note that they
have one plant which manufactures noth-
ing but bikinis. Our work there consist-
ed of standard engineering work as well
as a statistical quality control system
which was installed by Bob Fitze. |
visited Geldrop many times and always
found a visit to Holland fascinating.

One particularly inferesting experience
occurred in the Amsterdam airport. Sit—
ting In +the walting room writing some
memos, | suddenly heard raucous voices
and looked around to see a group of
people storming through the door. They
were obviously American,and as they came
nearer and mo-e of them plled into the
room, it was apparent that they were
Southern. Several of them sat at a table
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near me, and | could discern that Their
accents were not only Southern but seem—
~ed to be Georgian. | walked over to one
of the group and asked him [f they were,
in fact, from Georgla. He was very sur-
prised and sald yes, indeed they were. |
then told him that | was from Mi{ledge—
ville, Georgla; to which he replied, are
you Freddie Wood? This rather floored
me.....here we were in Amsterdam, and
when | salid | was from Milledgeville,
this stranger seemed +to know who | was.
I+ turned out that he was a good friend
of the late Norman Camp of Barrow Manu-
facturing Company. Norman had fold his
friend that when he visited Europe, If
he came through London,he should look me
up because | was a friend of his from
Milledgeville. This explained how he
surmised who | was. He then grabbed me
by the hand, walked me across the room,
introduced me +*o & gentleman having
break fast--who turned out to be Ernest
Vandlver, then Governor of Georgia. So,
there | was, having breakfast In the
Amsterdam airport, with the Governor of
my home state.

Another interesting--although very em-
barrassing--=situation happened In the
Amsterdam airport. [ had come to Am-
sterdam for a return flight fo London,
following a visit to Tweka to discuss
with the owner some plans for engineer—
ing thelr blkinf unjt. During our dis-
cussion in the owner's office, a shapely
German mode! walked in several times,
model ing their new line of bikinis. Mr.
DeHeer would Interrupt our conversation,
examine the bikinis~-and, | suspect, the
model as well--and eventually return to
our discussion. | must admit that | was
probably not as Incisive In our discus—
sion of the technical aspects of the
proposed work as | might have been with
an atmosphere more conducive fo husiness.
However, | made a point of getting a
visual Impression of the mode], and when
| walked 1into the waliting room at the
- Amsterdam alrport | saw her sitfing
alone at one of the tables. Being inter—
ested in the construction features of
bikinis...| walked over and asked her if
[ might sit down. The expression on her

face when | said this 1is very difficult
to describe; It consisted of a conbina—
tlon of surprise, indignation, and, per—
haps, fright. She didn't say anything,
and therefore | continued to explain fo
her that | had seen her in Mr. DeHeer's
office and would Just llke to talk with
her. The next +thing | knew she had
called one of the walters over and,
speaking in German, told him +that | was
annoying her. He turned +o me and ex-
plained that +the girl did not know any
English, did not know me, was very an-
noyed and asked that he please tell me
to leave. . | then went +through the [ong
explanation of telling him that | had
seen the girl medeling bikinis In the
office of the owner of a bikinl manufac-
turing company in Geldrop. This wasvery
difficult to get across and, | think,was
somewhat unbelievable to the waiter. At
last | got this across and he franslated
it to the girl, who then burst Iinto a
very broad smile and asked the walter to
please apologize to me,and ask me fo sit
down. Fortunately +things +turned out
well, but during this conversation, a
group of some efght or +ten people had
gathered around, and | thought | would
never exiricate myself from this embar—
rassing situation.

Stuart and | were asked to give a lec~
ture to the Clothing Institute's annual
summer school in 1963. The summer school
was held at $t. Edmunds Hall, which is
the oldest college at Oxford University.
The gates closed each night at 10:30,
and the wall surrounding the school had
broken bottles and other bits of jagged
glass on fop so that it was difficult fo
get out of the courtyard. However, dur-
ing the last meeting on Saturday,a group
of ten or twelve of us were sitting In
one of the rooms discussing the confer-
ence and the Industry in general, and we
were naturally Imbibing some good Scotch
whiskey. The Scotch ran out about 10:30,
all the pubs had closed, and there was
nowhere to buy any additional whiskey.
However, Bob Glbson,a Georgla Tech grad-
uate who runs Cluett Peabody's operations
in Britain, and |, managed to get over
the walls. We went to a local pub, and
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talked the Innkeeper Into selling us a
couple of bottles,though it was illegal.
We then came back over the walls without
getting cut and had quite an interesting
session well into the early hours of the
morning. It was during this summer
school that Stuart presented his paper,
"Sewing Room Principles and Practices",
which | heartily recommend +o those of
you who have not read it. Stuart's pres—
entation was the hit of the conference

and, in fact, his article stimulated much

interest throughout Britain. | person-
ally think 1t Is one of the best arfi-
cles that has come out of KSA. [t was

with a sense of great pride that [ lis—
tened to Stuart present Tthis paper.

One of the most
was started while

interesting Jobs that
| was in Britaln was

the engineering of a coat shop for
Prices Tailors, L¥d. This work is still
going on, and Kelth Atherton 1Is doing

outstanding work on this assignment. The
shop is large, employing about 700
people, and this job came about as a re-
sult of the excellent work Stuart and
Keith did in the Prices' frouser units.
| firmly believe that the coat shop at
Prices will be the best engineered any-
where when completed. The workplaces are
outstanding; the productjon control sys-
tem is one of the best +that we have de-
veloped,and the management,under Keith's
guidance, Is developing Into an out-
standing team.

While | was not directly Involved in the
work for Kesko in Lahti, Finland, it was
with interest that | read the reports
which came from John Waugh, who was the
resident engineer on the Jjob. John's
reports were colorful, and many of you
have undoubtedly read In the "KSA News"
his vivid description of Finland. He
has since returned to Britain and is
presently finishing the first phase of
an assignment for Radiac, a shirt manu-
facturer in Northern Ireland. | have
Just read a report of this assignment,
and John,along with Ted's help, has been
able to reduce +the standard minutes in
the shirts at Radlac, exactly by half.
This is rather embarrassing +o me, be~-

5.

cause | had estimated in the survey that
we would be able to take out about one—
quarter of the sfandard minutes.

Another inferesting shirt assignment
that was started while | was in England
is presently being undertaken by Louis
Mitchell. The assignment Is for the
Pelaw factory of the Cooperative Whole-
sale Society. CWS is a large cooperative
operation with annual sales of over one
billion dojlars. This, | believe, makes
it the largest single company for whom
KSA has worked. Louis is +taking out
straight lines and installing a progres—
sive bundle unit. From all reports, as
well as from comments made by Mahlon
during @ recent visit there, Louis is
really doing some outstanding workplace
engineering at CWS. John Waugh and
Stuart had previously engineered one of
the trouser unlits of the CWS organiza-
tion and this led +to our work atFelaw.
This company eplitomizes the rapid sirides
which the apparel industry in Britain Is
mak ing toward modernization.

Marks & Spencer,Ltd. Is one of the larg-

est retail chains in Britain. They are
highly quality consclous-—perhaps more
so than any of tThe leadlng chains in

this country. Our first assignment for
one of their suppliers is being under-
t+aken by Rex Lawrence. This work is for
Max Bernstein, Ltd., located in Widnes.
Widnes is perhaps best known for being
located near Liverpool, the home of the
Beatles. Rex 1Is engineering a shirt
unit, as well as a pajama unit. Mr.
Bernstein was visiting in this country
recently and reported that the reorgani=-
zation is going very well.

Ben Johnson-Hill completed an assign-
ment for a boys' clothing flrm 1in Bel=
fast, Northern Ireland, and has now
started the englneering of a jean and

overall factory In England. Ben really
earned his spurs on the boys' clothing
assignment as this was a firm with very
weak management as well as young girls
with exceptionally low working pace. Ben
took out straight lines in a trouser and
a knicker unit and combined “hem into
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one progressive bundle unit.

The above have been only a few of the
many infteresting occurrences that hap-
pened during my fwo year stay In Britain.
Furthermore,the jobs mentioned have only
been illustrative of +he many Intferest-
ing assignments which the KS=PEA staff
has conducted and which are presently
being undertaken.

The evolution of KS-PEA has been, in it-
self,a most interesting story and | have
been very pleased to have had the oppor-
tunity to be, at least to some degree, a
part of the development of the firm.
From the early days when Dean first vis-
ited Britain to make a market survey of
the industry there, through +the diffi-
culties of getting established which
Ross had to bear, through the great
strides made under Stig's guidance, up
- to the present time when +he Company's
solidification is being conducted under
the leadership of Stuart and Richard,
this has been a very gratifying develop-
ment.

it is falrly clear that today KS-PEA is
the leading apparel consulting firm in
Britain. The apparel industry in Britain
is making rapid progress in technology
and modern manufacturing techniques and
KS-PEA is contributing much to fthis ad-
vancement. Not omly has KS-PEA contrib-
uted to the development of the firms for
whom they have worked, but the work that
the staff Is performing 1is, no doubt,
helping fo stimulate many British firms
To think in terms of modern manufactur-
ing and is having a healthy effect upon
the British Apparel Industry.

Merely to have spent +wo years in Brit-
ain would probably qualify this as my
most interesting assignment; couple this
with the stimulation of working with a
really great group of people, and there
is no doubt.

As | fimish this very incomplete and in-
adequate description, | close with the
feeling that Jjust ahead |ies another
"most interesting assigrment.”

NEW EMPLOYEES

USA

The first +wo employess In [964 were

secretaries—--one for New York and the
other Washington.
Miss Helen Jacobs reported for duty at

the New York office on March 9. She came
to us well qualified for the job with
several years of secrefarial experience
and customer |jalson work. Helen is do-
ing a good job of handling Dean's and
Ross!' work, as well as that of "visiting
firemen" from the Engineering Division.

Helen's hobbies are tennis and bridge.

The Washington office claimed the second
secretary, when Mrs. Rosemary Kutchman
replaced Monika Brown and began learning
the ropes in bookkeeping on March 6.
She has already shown her capabilities
and Is discharging her duties well, even

though her previous experience had not
been in this particular category of of-
fice work.

Besides her jJjob, her husband and baby
daughter, Rosemary finds +ime +o con-
tinue her studies in ballet.

On April 9, Lynwood Johnson became a
part time employee. After cmpleting his
requirements for his Ph.D. in Industrial
Engineering in June--while fulfilling
his duties as an assistant professor at
Georgia Tech--he will write his thesis,
He will report +to KSA on a full-time
basis September | to devote his skills
to our O.R. Division.

Edwyn Berger 1is now a KSA-ite--as of
April 16, when he became associated with
our Engineering Division. He is a grad-
uate of the University of Virginia and
hails from Ohjo. Because of his experi-
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ence in the warehousing field, he was
asked to lend a hand on the Jjob at Semi-—
nole. When this assignment is completed
he will then catch up on other phases of
his training.

v

The activities of our Personnel Division
have Increased; therefore, on April 27
Raul Da Silva was added +o their staff.
He received his B.A. in Psychology from
Adelpht University and |s experienced in
his chosen fleld. Since joining KSA, he
has been famillarizing himself with some
of the personnel methods wused in our
particular Industry. He will be working
out of New York with Abbie Jean and Wes.

-y

%

Werner Gemme! Jolned KSA on May 4. He
is a native of Germany and recelved his
education there. He has |2 years exper-
ience in our industry and affer a couple
of weeks of familiarization with our
procedures, he was asked to assist on a
survey. He then proceeded with his
training program, so he will be well
qualified in KSA-techniques.

s

Shepherd Odom is another recent addi-
t+ion. He Joined our Engineering Division
on May |l. He received his B.S.1.M. from
Auburn this year, and following his in=
doctrination in Washington and Atlanta,
is now down In McRae learning how not to
sew his fingers, as well as how to make
pants. Our industry Iis not completely
foreign to him as he worked at Russell
Manufacturing Company on a part time
basis while going to school.

——

June | marked +the date of Leslie L.
(Monty) Weaver's Joining hands with KSA.
He 1is a recent N, C. State |.E. grad.
Monty worked for six years and gave a
couple to the Navy before completing his
education. He, too, is now at McRae get-
ting his feet wet in our Industry.

75

Last, but not least,came A. Joe Adkisson
on June 8, Immediately affter receiving
his M.S.|.M. from Georgia Tech. Joe's
education was also interrupted by a
couple of years service--the Army--and
a year of working. He spent a couple of
weeks at the Atlanta office before re-
porting to Washington to complete his
indoctrination and is expected to head
McRae~ward soor.

EUROPE

The British and French affiliates each
had a man reporting to Washington on the
same day--February 10.

Richard Dunlop, from London, who had at
|east one phase of experience in our in-
dustry, went through the usual fraining
for short-ferm trainees from Europe and
returned home the middle of May. Rich-
ard's stay In +the States was marred by
the fact that his wife and children were
hospitalized with scarlet fever which,
understandably, caused Richard grave
concerna

We do hope that he found his family com-
pletely recovered and know they were
very happy to have him home again.

Jean-Loup Lamarche is the French trainee
and it is expected that he will be here
for quite some time for extensive train-—
ing. (Further details regarding Jean-
Loup will be found elsewhere in This is-
sue under "Engagements and Weddings.'")

April 28 marked the end of Othmar Rick-
[in's American tour of duty. He had been
with us since last January and lent val-
uable asslstance on varl ous assignments,
the last of which was at Burnley Shirt.

When Othmar and his wife left, they were
returning to work with KSA-France, but
when they reached Paris, Othmar was sent
to London for a short perjod to help KS-
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PEA pull a few irons out of the fire,

o

Werrner [ten was also recalled by KSA-
France on May (4, as they badly needed
Werner Yo staff a rather sizeable as—
signment in f{taly. He had been in the
States since |ast September.

KSA-France wanted Werner even sooner,
but because he was on the Monroe Job, It
was necessary for him to stay on until
someone Stateside could be freed to take
his place.

We will miss both Othmar and Werner-—our
Swiss engineers-—who had been with us
fong enough to make us feel they really
belonged here, but know they are sorely
needed In Europe.

We hear that KSA-G.m.b.H. is anxjously
awaliting Tom Fleischer's return, which
will probably be in July--at the end of
his present assignment.

« & e = s & & @ o e o

DISPLACED PERSONS

In spite of the return +to Europe of
three of their staff, we still have four
with us. They are Dick Eger,who is con-
tinuing to lend valuable assistance on
the Joyce Sportswear Jjob in Gary, Indi-
ana. However, Dick (and family) is ex~
pected to be heading back to Germany
very soon. Then +there are +the three
fong-term tralnees from KS-PEA who aré
still with wus, namely, Grelg Barr, the
Graham Gillivers and the James Malcolms.

At this +time we have four of our KSA
people in Europe--Stig Kry and Jim Perry
in Paris, Ted Theodorsen in London, and
Lutz Kohnage! in Darmstadf.
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SICK LIST

Unfortunately, several of our folks fell
in this category since cur last Issue.

Fortunately, however, all but one has

recuperated completely.

Bill Cagnon is not yet back fo his full
good health, however, we know all of you
will be as delighted as we are 1o hear
that Bill is making good progress--even
to the point that he is talking about
duties at home, part fTime. We are
thrilled +that you feel up to such
thoughts, Bill, but don't be hasty;we're
all Inferested in your complete recovery.
Keep up the good work.,

Erma Stenger was hospltallized for a week
in January due to a back Injury,and |lke
all back ailments, it was quite painful.
Happlily, though, Erma seems fo have com-
pletely recovered and Is back manning
the New York offlce switchboard at which
she Is a real pro.

The infant son of Lillian and Eric
Chipps, Master Jeremy,underwent success—
ful surgery in March and the reports are
that the little fellow is fine now. Of
course, we are always sorry to hear of
the illness of any of our "“family", but
particularly so with the children,

Clara Engman recently underwent surgery
and came +through with flying colors.
Clara's sunny disposition Is still with
her and you will be glad to know that
she has recuperated sufficlently +to be
back at her daily activities.

We feel| that a couple of recent illnesses
certainly bears out +the fact that we do
have some vyoungsters on our staff. As
reported in the Bulletin, Randy Nord was
hospitalized with mumps. More recently,
Wes Burton had a bout with measles. Now
this is really stealing their children’s
thunder! Glad to report they both made
complete and satisfactory recovery.

DIAPER LINE

The baby daughter of the Josh Taylors Is
the only birth we have to report this
time. Rebecca was born February 1[2.
Congratulations to Jeanne and Josh.
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NORTH OF THE BORDER
By
Margery Smith

No, this isn't a mistake. We are "rorth"
of the border——about two miles north of
the Mexican border in Brownsville,Texas;
a "sleepy and lazy" town, as It has been
described by one of the leading news
magazines. To my knowledge, It is nei-
ther of these, however, there are both
sleepy and lazy people in this town--
yours truly falling in both categories
at different Times.

Fnis is supposed to be an article of my
most interesting experience, which would
be our present assignment. However, as
| sat down trying to recall experiences
out of the past | found myself reminisc—
ing, so if you don't mind, ['Il Just
reminisce on paper.

Extensive traveling was fairly new to
me. Before Earl Joined KSA, my fraveling
had been [imited to vacatlon frips each
summer ,the longest excursion having been
Miami and Key West, Florida. Needless o
say, all this soon changed after [959.
At first, our assignments were In the
Southeast—-Winston-Salem,North Carolina;
back to Georgia (Athens) Just in time
for our pride and Joy to be able to
claim Georgia as his place of birth;back
to North Carolina (Lexington this time)
and then....Oklahoma! Belleve me, for a
smal ] town, North Georgla girl, this was
quite a move,

Ad justments were soon made though, even
to the tornadoes. This was the first
ad Justment,as an alert was sounded about
two days after we arrived In Okemah
while we were in a motel. One affernocon
a rap on the door was followed by an ur-
gent "™Mrs. Smith." [t was tThe manager
of the motel! +telling me that a tornado
was headed in our direction and that |
should hurry to the storm cellar. Mark
was still mapping, but | grabbed him and
followed in quite a hurry. Fortunately,
as Is sometimes +the pattern of torna-
does, this one turned [n another direc-
tion and we were safe again, untll The
next one. Our house was equipped with a
storm cellar—-chest deep in water. Sev-

9'

eral late afternoons and many bags of
cement l|ater Earl| had it dry and ready
for use.

| was never very weather consclous until
this move to Oklahoma. There | heard of
and saw my first "norther" but not the
last by any means. Late each afternoon
we surveyed the skies to see from what
direction our disturbances would come

that night. All storms were "weathered."

We made a trip to Anadarko, the Indian
City. There we saw typlcal Indian Vil-
lages and Mark had his picture made with
the Indians in their full regalia. He
doesn't remember ‘oo well (being only
one and a half at the Time) but it was
all recorded In pictures, so he is con~
Tent with these.

Okemah was the only place where we had a
house rented and waiting for our arival,
thanks to JJU. This was 1he  house for
rent in Okemah--the most expensive in
fown, equipped with dishwasher (it did-
n't work except In the middle of every
night when it poured water all over the
floor), a disposal which was very tem-
peramental, and an alrconditioner that
worked beautifully except for one morn-
ing when [t laid a smoke screen all
through the house:

We soon became known as '"the new people
in +town who live in that $65/month
house" and everyone was quick to fell us
we were paylng entirely too much rent.

With every day "wash day" with a little
one around, this soon became a major
chore--would there be enough water and
would i+ be clear or muddy. More offen
than not it was muddy. Okemah needed a
new water supply and were frying desper-
ately to finance one. This was a small
town full of very fine people anxious to
keep their town prospering.

Okemah had their "Pioneer Days" celebra-
tion while we were there, with fypical,
pioneer costumes, covered wagons, trall
riders, etc. Here we saw our first
rodeo.
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We had quite an adventure with the tele-
phone. Until we convinced our son that
it wasn't a toy, there was never a dull
moment. Okemah didn't have dial phones
and, of course, every Time it was picked
up the operator was alerted. Mark
fthought |t was delightful +to have some-
one other than Mommy +o talk to anytime
he chose, but | can assure vyou The
operator was not as delighted. Our num-
ber was qulte simple~~62. | wonder how
the people there will react to area code
plus a seven—-diglt number.

There's very |ittle more +to tell about
Okemah, Oklahoma. [+ Is a small, small
town which was once a “"boom" town during
the early oil well days. Some of the
friendliest people |ive +there, quite a
large number of these being Indians, and
we left behind some very dear friends.

Oh yes, an Indian |ived across the sireet

from us and was our postman.

That brings us to Brownsville in October.
Inasmuch as +he weather was very cool
when we left Oklahoma, | packed away al-
most all of the summer clothes and
brought mostly winter ones. |t was 90°
when we reached Brownsville and | start-
ed my conftribution to Brownsville's
economy almost immediately.

Each November the valley's population is
swelled for approximately six months
with winter visitors from the northern
states and Canada. Inasmuch as we ar—
rived in October, we were Just ahead of
the winter visitors, so with high hopes
we started scanning the "for rent" sec—
tions of the Brownsville Herald. Earl
went to work and | went house hunting.
| was very fortunate Iin finding a house
the same day--and such a nice place.
Honest'ly, It was more than | dared hope
for.

The mald situation here Is a housewife's
dream. A live~in maid is $8/week, while
a day-to-day maid is $!2-$!5/week. Need-
less to say, | was quite carried away
with this. Too much so, |'m afrald. Of
course, finding the right one is a pro—-
cess of trial and error. | had several

working for me at different times. How-
ever, one day when Earl came for lunch
there were two here the same day. There
was a logical explanation for +this but
it escaped me, when | first *ried ex-
plaining it to Earl. Eventually, | man-
aged to tell him one came from the Em—
ployment Agency and could only work that
one day, whlile the other was avallable
any and all days (a nelghbor sent her)
and was there so she wouldn't begin work
for someone else. We had a very clean
house that night, windows, floors,every—
thing and all boxes unpacked!

We had only been in Brownsville a short
time when +the first ‘'"norther" blew In.
What a sight! Had we been In Oklahoma |
would have headed for +the storm cellar
jmmediately. But since we were in the
magic Rio Grande VYalley | stayed and

watched. [+ is really a beautiful sight
on the way in, but once it's "in" if.is
rather unpleasant. Temperatures drop

rapidly and as much as 40-50 degrees In
a matter of a few hours, usually with a
blowing raln. They only last a few days
and then are forgotten until +the next
one.

This is truly a magic valley. At least
vou think so when you drive through the
farms and see row after row of fresh
green vegetables and fruits growing and
eventually filling the grocers' bins in
the middle of the winter season. Upon
hearing TV advertlsements about whhe
"magic valley", Mark decided this was
the valley of the Jolly Green Giant.
We're still looking for him and even
though he hasn't been seen there s cer-
tainly evidence he's been here.

Padre Island is only a few miles from
Brownsville and +the summer months will
find a large number of people penicking,

swimming and fishing. There Is someone
each new season that finds some of the
buried treasures supposedly left by

sunken Spanish ships and pirates many
years ago. We haven't found any of the
gold and sllver coins but we've collect-
ed quite a few sea shells and treasures
(rocks to us but +treasures to a four
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vear old) that will probably have fo be
moved If | can't manage fto lose them be—
tween now and next moving time.

We've visited the Alamo and what an ex-
perience! |t really takes you back to
the history books for more research and
a better understanding, and certainly a
deeper appreciation of our American her—
Itage. Mark was very impressed with the
display of Davy Crockett's guns, knives,
pleces of clothing, etc.,and Jim Bowie's
famous Bowie knife, but he was more than
disturbed when he saw a plcture of Davy
Crockett. He was sure it wasn't him
since he's familiar with Fess Parker and
it took quite a Jot of explaining, end-
ing with Ear!| buylng him a coonskin cap
to get his mind off the picture.

Each year before Easter as a pre-lLenten
celebration, Brownsylile and Matamoros,
Mexico Join together for Charro Days.
Charro Days 1Is essentially a costume
festlval with fun and frolic being the
rule of the day. This celebration Is the
height of the tourist's winter visit and
many wait all winter for this and leave
Brownsville shortly after, but never be-
fore it's over. Several parades are held
each day and also at night, both in
Brownsville and Matamoros. School chil-
dren practice for weeks for Thelr own
children's parade. Typical Mexican cos-
tumes are worn and native dances demon-
strated during the parade. Costume
balls, street dances, private parties,
bull fights, carnivals and much merry-
making goes on. We've witnessed two of
the Charro Day celebrations and sfill
haven't seen everything there js to see.
The downtown area Is very active and
made more |ively during these days by
strolling mariachls, street decorations,
window displays all depicting the color-
ful background and history of the border
country of which Brownsville is the me-
tropolis.

This ls quite a place for fishermen. |If
you aren't one when you get here, you
probably will be before you |eave. When
we arrived, we had one very small rod
and reel-—now we are a four-rod and reel

1.

family. |t isn't very hard +o caitch a
fish here. Even | have managed fo catch
a few and now we know the names of all
sorts of fish never before heard of un-
til we moved to the Tlip-of-Texas.

A very Interesting experience is a trip
to the Juarez open market in  Matamoros,
Mexico, Just across the river. Here you
engage In quite a "bargain-battle"  with
the Jlocal proprietors. Each operator
sells almost the same thing as his next
door competitor and all wunder-bid each
other. |t is quite a challenge o see
Just who out-wits whom. Upon turning and
walking away the owner Immediately drops
his asking price. VYery seldom does he
expect to get his flrst "asking" price.
All sorts of straw and |eather goods,
| inens, pottery, silver, onyx, Jewelry,
etc., mostly hand-made, are for sale in
the market.

Matamoros also has
every Mexican town. Here each night the
Mexican folk gather for visiting, songs
and guitar playing for which they are so
famous.

its Plaza, as does

| could write more and more but then
someone else might have an article to be
presented In this Issue:l

I'd like to say '"thanks" to KSA and
+those responsible for our stay here in
the maglc valley of the Rio Grande. [T
has been quite an experience and educa-
tion. But, with all this, when the word
cores to move again, |'ll be ready, even
though | know tempers will flare, legs
to tables won't be found for several
days, none of the present drapes will
fit, and | will have teo much packed in
the car-—but not what we need.

And now as the sun sinks slowly in the
West iIn my travelogue of Brownsville,
North of the Border, and a |ittle bit of
Mexico, South of +the Border, | bid you,
Adios Amigos!



ENGAGEMENTS AND WEDDINGS

Even though the notice flrst appeared In
the Bulletin on the first three fortu-
nate people(Wilcox, Caldwell, Schwartz),
we feel such good news is worth repeat-
ing.

The engagement of John Wilcox and Gwen
Cooper has been announced, and the date
of the nuptials is July 4.

John Caldwell and JoAnn Riner were mar-
ried In Wrightsyille,Georgia on February
l6. Business and pleasure added up to
marriage In this case, as the bride was
office manager for John's client.

On March 5, Marsha Jacobson became the
bride of Chick Schwartz in Wilmington,
North Caroling, where you can find them
now,while Chick continues his assignment
at France Neckwear.

May 30 spelled wedding day for Chuck
Paysen. Following their honeymoon,Chuck
and his bride, Pat, reported Iin at the
Atlanta office, as Chuck expected fo be
working in that area for a while; how-
ever,he was needed to assist John Cald-
well on the job at Brookville, Indiana.

Jean-Loup Lamarche's training in +the
U.S. was interrupted in mid-May for him
to return to Paris for his marriage,also
on May 30. We are happy to report that
not only is Jean-Loup back with us, but
also his loyely bride, Nicole. They,too
have gone to Brookville, Indiana.

Any day we expect o hear from the Nlagra
Falls Chamber of Commerce Inquiring as
fo what Brookville offers newly-weds
that they can't. Our only answer will
have to be "our cllient, the Jay Garment
Company."

Tom Flelscher was married on June 5 In
Montreal. His fiancee,also from Germany,
met him there for their wedding. Follow=-
Ing the complefion of Tom's present as-
signment at Olymplc Knit & Sportswear ,he
and Doris will honeymoon In the U.S. for
three weeks before returning fo Germany.
We should

|ike to wish loads of happli-

ness and good luck to all of our newly-
weds~—and congratulations teo you, John,
on your engagement.

| THESSALONI|ANS CHAPTER 4 VERSE 1]

Bob Soleomon sent us the
dote:

fol lowing anec-

The J. P. Stevens plant engineer and |
were selling new standards to a group of
about 25 tufting wmachine operators. He
was doing the selling and | was standing
by to cover anything he missed. During
the buildup, prior to [isting the stand-
ards, he was Interrupted several times
by Josephine, one of the oldest opera—
tors, stating reasons why she couldn't
make the new standards—without even
knowing what they were!

After the |isting, she took the floor a-
gain and repeated most of her earller
statements wuntil +he other operators
succeeded In getting her quiet so they
could ask some questions. The plant en-
gineer did a real good job selling the
other operators on the idea that if they
would just sit at their machines and
work, the standards could be met, and
soon they would be exceeding them and
making good money. Several operators
thought the standards very fair and sald
so. Josephine managed +o get in a few
more comments Just before the meeting
broke up.

As the group stood up to leave,the plant

engineer sald +this: "Just a wminute,
everybody. As you know, the Bible con-
talns a wealth of advice which would

help any of us If we would heed some of
this adyice. One particular bit of ad-
vice that | think would be helpful to
all of us (and he paused and |ooked
straight at Josephine) Is contained in
"| Thessalonians Chapter 4 VYerse [l." [f
you would Ilike to (again looking at
Josephine), look up this verse and heed
its counsel.™

been a model

Josephine has operator
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since she~—and most of the other opera-
tors in the room-—{ooked up this verse:

"And that ye study to be qulet,
and to do your owrn buslness,
and work with your hands,

as we commanded you,"

L] LJ . L] . . . . Ld »* *

3.
PANGS OF CONSCIENCE

Eric Chipps questioned the propriety——
because of his British ancesfry—-of cel-
ebrating George Washington's birthday
(the plant was closed). Says Beic,
"Wasni't he the chap who caused a |ot of
trouble?"
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